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Fly Fishing 
at  

Colorado Bend 
 
 
By David Uhler 
President—Alamo Fly Fishers 

 
Variable skies, a low river level and relatively 
clear water made for some interesting fishing 
conditions at the AFF's annual white bass outing 
at Colorado Bend State Park.  
 
The fish -- at least where I was standing -- didn't 
want anything to do with white-over-white or 
chartreuse-over-white clousers. White-over-gray 
(shad colors) worked okay, but "something black 
and white" (Bruce Young's words) seemed to 
work best, at least for him. Numerous observers 
noted that the bass run didn't appear to have 

started yet. Virtually all of the fish caught 
were males, which are smaller than the females. 
Unlike the females, they also exude plenty of 
milt when landed. 
 
Between Young, our AFF resident "fly fishing 
guru," and a band of other intrepid anglers, we 
caught more than enough fish for our traditional 
Saturday night fish fry. Then again, the fish 
almost were an afterthought in a potluck menu 
that sounded more like something out of a 
Roman baccanalia than a camping trip cookout. 
Can you believe jalapeño and cheese stuffed 
quail, wrapped in bacon? (Thanks, Jimmy 
Moses.) Or 15 pounds of genuine 
seafood gumbo, courtesy of Bruce Nelson. Or 
three -- count 'em, three -- kinds of cobbler, 
cooked to perfection by our very own Dutch 
oven specialists? The fine chow and ideal  
weather made a fine ending to a perfect trip.  �  
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By David Uhler 
President — Alamo Fly Fishers 
 
 Recognizing that kids are the future of our 
sport, Alamo Fly Fishers has made a commitment to 
help the Boy Scouts when their new fly fishing merit 
badge program begins. 
 Now, we need to make a commitment to help 
some people who already are fly fishers. 
 AFF has many new members – and some who 
aren’t so new – who can use a little coaching in fly 
fishing basics.  

It’s not like our club doesn’t have education 
programs. We’ve got several and they’re excellent. For 
instance, our club runs casting clinics every few 
months. If you’re just starting out, or if your casting is a 
little rusty, I’d recommend these sessions 
wholeheartedly. They’re a great way to work the kinks 
out of your cast or learn the fundamentals of getting a 
fly out over the water. 

On a regular basis, we’ve also got several 
veteran fly tyers who lead fly tying classes. Participants 
don’t even need equipment or tying materials. The club 
has vises, bobbins and other essential tools that 
“students” can use during the class. For a nominal fee, 
usually $15 to $20, they also get enough feathers, fur 
and other material for several sessions.  

Every month, during our regular meetings, we 
also feature guest speakers who talk on fly fishing 
themes. Recent topics, just to name a few, have 
included an inside look at a fly fishing school; tips on 
what they’re biting on and where in the Hill Country; 
and how to cook catch-and-keep trout (purchased at the 
local H-E-B, of course!) 

As a result, with knowledge learned through 
AFF, beginners know where to go fishing. They’ve got 
hand-tied flies on the end of their tippets and a casting 
stroke that might get those flies out where the fish live. 

Out on the water, however, it’s a different 
story.  

Beginning fly fishers face a bewildering array 
of choices that many veterans take for grants. What fly 
should I use? What size tippet? Where should I cast my 
line -- upstream, downstream, across the stream? How 
do I wade from “point A” to “point B?” 

Fly fishing (as old-timers know!) can be 
frustrating. As a casting instructor once told me, “If you 
were guaranteed to catch fish, they’d call it ‘catchin’ 
instead of fishin’.” That’s true. But here’s the big 
question: How many frustrating, fish-less trips will a 

beginner make before hanging up a fly rod for good? 
Not a lot – guaranteed. 

Often, the answers that beginners need are just 
a short cast away. I can’t think of any member of AFF 
who wouldn’t answer streamside questions or give 
other assistance to a fellow club member on an outing 
or other trip. Many beginners, however, are sometimes 
too shy or feel awkward about asking what they may 
think are “dumb” questions. 

We have a plan. At each monthly meeting, 
prior to club outings, we will have a sign up sheet 
available for people who would like to “buddy up”. 
There will be two columns on the sheet: One column is 
for people who would like some “expert” advice during 
the outing. The other is for volunteers who wouldn’t 
mind giving it. 

Participation is NOT mandatory. Even though 
all fly fishers – especially AFFers – are generally 
outgoing and helpful, I realize that some might not 
relish spending all or part of a day on an outing with a 
newbie. That’s fine. I can respect that.   

From personal experience, however, I can say 
that one of life’s greatest joys is watching a kid catch 
his or her first fish. Watching an adult catch one ranks 
right up there, too.  �   
 

Calendar of Events 
 
April  20        -- Stocking Bluegills 
                            in the Nueces River 
May 18           -- Bud Priddy 
                            One Fly Contest 

 

Membership Dues Needed 
 
This will be the last issue of the AFF 

newsletter for anyone who hasn’t paid club dues for 
2002.  

In order to receive the May newsletter and 
remain an AFF member in good standing, you have 
several options: Fill out a 2002 membership form 
and pay your dues in person to AFF treasurer Ed 
Niehaus at our April meeting or fly tying sessions 
OR mail a completed membership form and a check 
to AFF, P.O. Box 6224, San Antonio, TX, 78209. 

Please help us keep AFF strong by 
supporting our club. 
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     Just One More Cast 
 

A LIVING LEGEND 
�
By Clay Gill 
Vice President—Alamo Fly Fishers 
�
� Recently I went to Houston for some family 
business with an attorney friend and we had time to 
duck into the Shallowater Expo at the Astro complex. 
This show is the ultimate collection of fly fishing 
curiosities and personalities. 
 What we did not know is the fate that awaited 
us just inside the door. As we strode into the 
convention complex, it was a sea of commercialization 
and education regarding flyfishng-in progress. About 
one hundred steps into the hall, a stocky man in a 
fishing hat invited us to try our casting. He was Mr. 
Bernard “Lefty” Kreh. This gentleman is always 
willing to help complete strangers who walk up to him. 
Needless to say, our casting changed forever that day. 
Lefty truly forgot more than we will ever know on 
fishing.  Later in the afternoon, it got even 
better. A friend from Austin who knows Lefty very 
well, introduced me to him and we spoke of fishing and 
fly tying. I was surprised to hear Lefty say,“flies are 
fussed over a lot, but rather just a hank of hair and 
feathers lashed to a hook”. He went on to say that a 
person only needs a handful of varieties, (three or four 
types), to fish successfully all over the world. He would 
know and understands this better than almost anyone. A 
tip I got as an afterthought from Lefty, was his recent 
appreciation for weed guards and the use of some light 
plastic coated leader wire--and don’t forget the epoxy 
at the head! With this he quickly walked over to a 
young girl at the casting pool who had large loops 
flying lazily over her head. She was about to be 
changed forever. Lefty will never be duplicated. The 
mold only made one. 
 As a note to my introduction to this living 
legend, I went to fly fish heaven that day when my 
“Hall of Fame” collection got its ultimate addition. 
Yes- Mr. Kreh gave me a large chartreuse over white 
deceiver with epoxy head and red throat. That card and 
fly have the premier spot in the shadow box, next to 
Mr. Dave Whitlock's “Near Nuff Frog” given to me in 
San Marcos Texas. Some people collect different 
things, but this was one of my all time goals. Lefty is a 
generous man, full of life and optimism.  
 In stature, Mr. Kreh is not a giant of a man, but 
his shear presence and ability is powerful. In the fly 
fishing world he leads, and in my opinion, there is no 

living equal. His ability to impart knowledge and 
capability is legendary. The generosity and warmth to 
everyone make him such a charismatic and magnetic 
personality. He is truly a man who never met a 
stranger or did not like something about everyone. 
What a thrill it was to meet the���������	�
��
��
����	������
� Following his spirit, let us all take ownership 
of our environment, and protect it. The generations to 
come will speak of what we do to convey it to them. 
As always, leave the places we visit better than we 
found them, and as Lefty signs--“tight lines, but not 
too tight”.  �  
� � �

CONSTANCE WHISTON 
 TO VISIT IN APRIL 

 
 
By Clay Gill 
Vice President – Alamo Fly Fishers 
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Jimmy Moses 
at Colorado 
Bend 

Jimmy Moses 
 at Colorado 
      Bend 

Jimmy Moses 
at Colorado 

Bend 

Dahlberg Diver 
 
By Bill Slough 
Outings Chairman—Alamo Fly Fishers 
 
 It pops, it gurgles, it floats, it dives, it slithers, 
it bobs, it wiggles, it slides .  Twitch it, strip it, swim it, 
jerk it, or just let it sit still for as many seconds as you 
can stand.  One fly—dozens of retrieves.  It can imitate 
minnows, frogs, grasshoppers, mice, shrimp, snakes, 
crickets, or anything else that occasionally ends up in 
the water.   It can range from half an inch to a ten or 
twelve inch monstrosity, in as many colors as a box of 
crayolas.  What are we talking about here?  The 
Dahlberg Diver. 
 This fly was developed by Larry Dahlberg 
when he was a smallmouth guide in Wisconsin.  He 
was frequently frustrated by large bass that would 
follow a popper but not take.  He wanted a deer hair fly 
that would dive below the surface then float back up.  
After several attempts, he produced the design that has 
become such a classic. His first foray to the river with 
this fly netted him a 6 ½ pound bass. 
 The secret to this fly lies in the shape of its 
head.  The nose is trimmed in a cone shape, then a 
longer collar of deer hair flairs out and back.  The slope 
of the nose and the length and stiffness of the collar 
control how deep this fly dives. A blunt nose and short 
collar will dive shallowly. It takes more power and 
speed to force it under the surface. This type of fly 
works more like a popper or slider, pushing water in the 
surface film.  You can make a fair amount of noise with 
it if you want, or swim it silently.  It is easy to pick up 
to recast.  
 A diver with a more steeply sloped nose and a 
longer collar will dive deeper.  Some of these can be 
stripped several feet down.  Or you can use short strips 
that pull the fly six inches under, than pause to let it rise 
to the surface.  The retrieve is slower, but it can be 
deadly on bass that aren’t in an aggressive mode.  This 
fly can be difficult to pick up at longer distances, 
because it tends to dive when you raise your rod.  To 
achieve even greater depths, you can use a full sinking 

or sink-tip fly line.  This pulls the fly downward on 
the retrieve. 
 Although originally tied as a specific 
pattern, this fly has evolved into a tying style.  It 
can be tied in many shapes, with many different 
materials.  As long as it has that distinctive deer 
hair head, it falls into the Dahlberg Diver category. 
�   

 

 

Materials for Tying the Dahlbert Diver 
 
The pattern that follows is a baitfish imitation, with the 
tail feathers fairly straight.  The silhouette should look 
like a minnow.  If you use curved feathers and splay 
them outward, you get more of a frog imitation.  
Substitute an undulating rabbit strip, and you have a 
water snake.  You can imitate almost anything if you 
concentrate on the silhouette and action. 
 
Hook:  Stinger hooks, or Mustad 3407 or equivalent in 
sizes from #12 – 4/0.  (a good place to start for bass or 
redfish is a #4 or #2, ranging in size from one to three 
inches). 
Thread:  Chartreuse Gudebrod G,  Flymaster +,  or 
Monocord A 
Tail:   Chartreuse marabou, 2 white saddle hackles, 4 
chartreuse saddle hackles, 2 short curved chartreuse 
hackles, pearl Krystal Flash 
Body:  Chartreuse and white marabou 
Head:  Chartreuse deer belly hair 
 

Detailed instructions for tying the Dahlberg Diver will 
appear in the May  issue of the AFF newsletter. 
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RICK CATHEY A BIG HIT 
 
By Clay Gill 
Vice President—Alamo Fly Fishers 
� �
� The March meeting presentation was an upper Guadalupe 
River video from a “Fishing Texas” television broadcast, and Texas 
Cajun Outfitters guide Rick Cathy's stories of the action depicted on 
film.  
 This video gave some ideas to those looking for new 
venues and opportunity. Rick has been taking clients on this trip for 
some time, and the cat is out of the bag now. He will be doing this 
trip as a float, and may run into one or more of us this spring and 
summer.  
 Thanks Rick for the great tips, and good luck on your future 
plans.  
 As a note, Rick was the face and story all over last 
Sunday’s Outdoor Page, regarding Striper fishing at Medina Lake.�  
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BUD PRIDDY ONE FLY MEMORIAL 
CONTEST   RULES 

 1.   Fishing must be with a flyrod and artificial fly. Fish 
      caught between 7 a.m. & 6 p.m. Saturday  count. 
 2.  All results are on your honor. There are no 
    referees or judges. 
 3.  Catch and release is preferred. Put 'em back 
     where you catch 'em. 
 4.   Select a fly to begin fishing. All fish caught  
      on THAT fly count. Only fish caught on THAT fly  
      and brought to hand count. No LDR count.  
 5.    Fill out a score sheet and turn it in. 
 6.   Prizes will be awarded after dinner. You do 
      not need to be present to win a COMPETITION 
      prize. 
 7.   You must be present to win a DOOR prize. 
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Alamo  
Height 
Presbyterian 
Church 

Where to Find Us 

B
ro

ad
w

ay
 

Hildebrand 

Corona 
281 

410 

Alamo Heights 
Presbyterian Church 

6102 Broadway 

       Regular Activities 
 
Meetings are held the third Tuesday of every 
month, 7 p.m. at Alamo Heights Presbyterian 
Church, 6201 Broadway. 
 
Fly tying sessions are held every Tuesday at  
7 p.m., with the exception of meeting night. 
Bring your vise and tying gear or just come 
and share in the discussion. 

Alamo Fly Fishers club officers 
David Uhler        President       250-3448 
Clay Gill                Vice-Pres.     491-0555 
Ed Niehaus             Treasurer      829-4011 
Bill Slough             Outings         826-6697 
Buddy Robichaux  Education      492-7125 
Mike Richards       Newsletter     641-7268 

 

ALAMO FLY FISHERS 
P. O. Box 6224 
San Antonio,  TX  78209 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Mailing Address 
Street Number and Name 
City,  State  98765 
 

Bulk Rate 
US Postage 

Paid 
Permit No. 
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