Outdoor Chef is a Big Hit
with
Alamo Fly Fishers

By Jimmy Moses

There is no greater way to start the year thanatceh
someone remind us that fish really taste good. &hil
am not against catch and release, after tastingreet

The following are the three recipes Jenavee prépare

Grilled Trout

Recipe courtesy Jill Novatt

2 whole | pound trout, cleaned

2 tablespoons canola oil

Salt

Pepper

1/4 cup freshly squeezed orange juice
1/2 cup fresh raspberries

1 tablespoon fresh basil chiffonade

Place the trout on a large piece of aluminum fétub
the trout with canola oil and season with salt and
pepper. Pour orange juice over the trout. Placads
over the trout. Fold up the aluminum foil to deea
sealed packet. Place the packet on the grill awk c
for about 4 minutes per side. Remove from the gritd

let rest for 5 minutes. Carefully open the foil ketc
(there will besteam) and sprinkle with the basil.

Yield: 2 servings

Sautéed Open Faced Trout
Recipe courtesy of Gourmet Magazine

4 (8-ounce) brook trout gutted boned seasoned with
salt and pepper

2 teaspoons butter

2 teaspoons olive oll

For the sauce:
2 tablespoons butter
1 shallot. peeled and minced

receipts prepared by Jenavee Burns one will observg cjove garlic peeled and minced

his catches a bit longer before returning themrtiwg

1/2 fresh lemon peeled segmented flesh minced

larger. Maybe even Doug will consider keeping some /4 cyp white wine

of his catch.

1 tablespoon chopped chervil
2 teaspoons chopped chives

Jenavee Burns is a recent graduate of the Westerp easpoons chopped thyme

Culinary Institute, Le Cordon Bleu Program, Portlan

Oregon and is currently employed by Ann Marie's For to fish: In a large skillet at very high hemelt
Restaurant here in San Antonio. Jenavee kept U$ytter and oil together. When the butter startsraovn,

entertained with her secrets to preparing fish. Hergqd the fish, flesh side down, open face. CooK a2
program was informative as well as entertaining, bu

the real proof was in the tasting of the three figdhes

she shared with us. Continued on Page 4



"Crime Prevention" and "Consumer Buying."

Next month, the scouts will begin offering a
new merit badge on a subjethat is near and dear to
my heart, and yours, too: "Fly Fishing."

Eéggg;‘g_umgko F Fishers At our AFF monthly meeting in January, we

y discussed some of the requirements for the newt meri

badge. They're not easy. The scouts will have tash
how to set up a rod and reel, using the right lieagder
and tippet for the fish they want to catch. Thelydve

to demonstrate a wide range of knots. They'll have
cast consistently and accurately. They'll needrtowk
first aid, including how to remove fishhooks frotretr
arms.

As a city slicker growing up in the suburbs of
Chicago, my knowledge of the outdoors had some
major gaps.

Everything | knew | learned from my father.

Dad did the best he could. An electronics
engineer who had grown up in the heart of the tity,
own store of knowledge about the world beyond the
bright lights and asphalt pavement wasn't whatdyou’
call exhaustive, either.

As a kid, Dad had been to summer camp

exactly once, in 1943. Twenty years later, as thadh Over the next few weeks, we plan to approach

of young family, he went out and bought a Searsasin . .
tent, a Coleman lantern and a two-burner camp stovethe local Scouting group and discuss the_ ways At ¢
encourage and train kids — boys and girls aliken— i

Then we went "car camping." Every summer, we'd visi . . . :

a campground in Wisconsin. Each campsite had aﬂ:ce re%wtrtements f?r tr_nst ngw merit bad%e. : mgﬂ(th :
convenient parking spot, essential for lugging ur o of a betler way o Introduce youngsters an elr
heavy gear. parents to the thrill of fly fishing and the beauwtythe

Sometimes, we camped near lakes. Early in theoutdoors than an education program where we can

; : ; . ; hare our love of our sport. The new "Fly Fishing"
morning or late in the evening, I'd sometimes see N ) ; .
people fishing from piers and boats. It looked Ifke merit badge has the potential of making fly fisheus

and | wanted to try it, but | didn't have any fispigear. ~ ° nordes of kids who don't know a woolly buggemir
Dad didn't fish. a woolly mammoth.

| only wish Dad were still around to learn that,

In short, this new merit badge demands a
complete, working knowledge of all of the fly fislgj
basics. That's why the AFF executive committeesfeel
our club needs to get behind it, big time.

Then | joined the Boy Scouts.
The great, wide world of the outdoors opened
up almost overnight. | learned how to follow a lirai
how to use a compass, how to clean wounds and {'
other basics of first aid. | learned how to cocthebo | Calendar of Events
dinner," a chunk of chopped steak, carrots, posaamel

onions, wrapped in a piece of tin foil and placedtwe February 24 — Trout Fishing on the

coals of a fire. Guadal Ri
Over a couple of seasons at summer camp, uadalupe river

picked up all of the waterfront merit badges tharev | March 15-17 —White Bass Fishing
available back then in the 1960s — swimming the Colorado River
lifesaving, canoeing and rowing — and most of th
camp craft badges as well.

| marked my calendar and measured time wit Fishing for Trout on the Guada|upe
weekend campouts and summer camps as I :
milestones. And the best part was: Dad sometim g;gﬁ’srllc‘:uaé[]y OUtIng)

came along, too. Outings Chairman — Alamo Fly Fishers
That was 30 years ago. I'm a grown man nov

Dad died in 1998 — the year | started fly fishingbst | "Once again we will try to tangle with those giant

| still remember much of what he taught me and wh¢" Guadalupe River trout. Hopefully the river flowllwi

we learned together. be a little more to our liking than in Januarye will
The Boy Scouts have changed, too. Thi'meeton Sunday, February 24. The place and tirfie yvi

uniform has gone through a couple of makeovers. Tl pe decided at the February meeting. If you ardlena

ranks of the merit badges that scouts can earn hg tg attend, call Bill Slough at: 210-826-6697
swelled to include topics such as "American Culture

too.
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JUST ONE MORE CAST

THE GENIUS OF BOB CLOUSER

By Clay Gill
Vice-President —Alamo Fly Fishers

This is a tribute to a man who fundamentally
made one of the best contributions ever made to fly
tying. Bob Clouser has credit for the Clouser
Minnow, which has become the most widely utilized
and effective flies to grace a fly box. Thousanéls o
variations and adaptations have spawned from the
original intention. This is a not to downgrade Meft
Kreh’s amazing Deceiver style pattern, but most
would agree the Clouser Minnow is an amazingly
useful and productive fly. More often, it is the
weapon of choice.

Reportedly, the design has become somewhat
shortened and squared. Also the lashed-on eyes hav

moved up against the hook eye for some reason. The

Clouser Minnow was originally intended to have the
eyes further back on the hook shank, and the body
maintaining a more fish like taper, with sparse ofse
buck tail, and more central body flash. Many modern
versions are cut square, and with eyes up froegeth
do not perform as intended. Trial by test tank wloul
eliminate the errors, but many just tie and fisheT
sleeker version has the correct presentation Mr.
Clouser wanted for the task at hand.

Often considered head and shoulders above
the other top-three, by popularity, almost anyoie w
fly fishes will have an assortment in the armada fo
one application or another. It has been said alyr co
is fine as long as it is chartreuse. That is ome fi
color to include if choice is made. The belly coisr
almost always white, yellow or light color, and the
body becoming darker as you move up laterally.
This becomes a typical copy of most baitfish
colorations. The utility comes from the emulatidn o
the local baitfish. The tops will be greens or htign
the fresh water versions, and sometimes blues or

purples on the salts. Bob adapted the eyes for a

deepwater application with weighted dumbbell eyes
rather than the usual bead chain, and that veision
called the Clouser Deep Minnow. Jetty or channel
fishing has made this stand-by a very popular item.
chartreuse over white, most any predator fish & th
world that bashes baitfish will smack it. All you
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might need is lots of backing to go with your fly
line.

Tremendous strides in materials and the
colors available have given the modern day tyer a
myriad of choices and possibilities. The tougher
synthetics have made the newer innovations outlast
the mono leaders they are tied to. The durability
creates a veteran of many a toothy critter, reqgiri
only a color touch-up on the eyes after many a
battle, and a touch-up on the hook sharpness. With
these new materials the Clouser Minnow has been
tied from a tiny, sparse size for fishing lights at
night, to large hardy offshore fodder for the burly
denizens of the deep. Probably the newest
adaptations are the circle hooks that require ¢ensi
to hook-up, with no hook set, to almost guarantee a
corner mouth hook-up and easy hook removal. A
valuable by-product is lower mortality rate from
less gill hook-ups. That is another story worthy of
honorable mention. A fast curve in the circle hook
may create small problems on the Clouser.

Legions of followers are worldwide, and
Bob Clouser is very hard to find, even though he
has a shop near the Susquehanna River in
Pennsylvania, where he sells the original hand tied
versions of his famous invention. If you call there
especially on the weekends, Bob Jr. will tell you
that Mr. Clouser is out on another show,
demonstration or seminar. His popularity and fame
seem to grow daily and demand is high for his
wisdom as a guide and speaker. His wisdom
derives from practical application.

As the white bass run approaches, the
annual migration upriver by the male, then egg
laden females, kick off this year's season. The
amazing Clouser Minnow will most likely take the
driver's seat for the action looming just around th
corner. Coupled with a loop knot for additional
action, Bobs little powerhouse dynamo, kick-starts
most any outing, day or night. The advent of green
light fishing at night has proven to be another
perfect situation for this legendary flie.

Hats off to Mr. Bob Clouser and his
wonderful innovations. His imagineering and
ingenuity, originally designed for the Small mouth
of his hometown Susquehanna River, has endured
the test of time to become the most recognized all-
star of the fly tying world. New flytyers often lea
the Clouser Minnow as their first attempt in a tyin
vice. You quickly learn the reason with practical
application. The Clouser Minnows inclusion in
most every fly box around the world is tribute to
this marvelous invention. As they always say--
never leave home without it!



Outdoor Chef (Continued from Page 1)

minutes on each side, and thremove to a plate. Keep warm.

For the sauce: In a medium saucepan at high he#tpotter
until brown, add shallots and garlic. Cook for 3huates,
then add lemon and wine. Finally add herbs ansosewith
salt and pepper. Pour sauce equally over the amdiserve.
Difficulty: Easy

Cornmeal Crusted Catfish with Grilled

Tomato and Sweet Onion Salad
Recipe courtesy of Jill Novatt

2 beefsteak tomatoes, sliced into 1/2 inch slices
2 Vidalia onions, sliced into 1/2 inch slices

Salt

Black Popper

Canola oll

2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar

2 tablespoons fresh thyme chopped

| cup cornmeal

| teaspoon cayenne Pepper

4 catfish fillets

Season the tomatoes and onions with salt and peppleoth
sides. Brush the tomatoes and onions with canblanoboth
sides. Place tomatoes and onions on a hot gdligaifi for 3
minutes per side. Remove from the grill and cogrslop.
Place in a bowl and add balsamic vinegar and thybheck
for seasoning. Set aside.

In a shallow dish, combine cornmeal, salt, pe@mer
cayenne pepper. Lightly dredge the catfish filetsthe
cornmeal pressing lightly to make the cornmealkstiell.
Place a sauté pan on the grill and heat. Whepdheis hot,
add 3 tablespoons of canola oil and heat. Plazedlfish in
the pan, and pan fry for 3 to 4 minutes per siderdil the
cornmeal is golden brown. Serve the catfish whih drilled
tomato and onion salad
Yield- 4 servings
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Bud Priddy Flies
to be
Raffled

By David Uhler
President — Alamo Fly Fishers

Here's your chance to own a piece of fly
fishing history.

During our monthly meeting on Feb. 19, we're
going to raffle off 11 flies tied by the late Basdk.
"Bud" Priddy.

Bud, one of the founders of Alamo Fly Fishers,
also was the author of "Fly Fishing the Texas Hill
Country," the "where-to" and "how-to" Bible for sem
of the best fishing the Lone Star State has toroffe
Besides his talents as a physician and fly fisBed
also was one helluva fly tyer.

The 11 flies in the raffle have been donated by
Bud's wife, Pat. Each one will have a certificafe o
authenticity signed by her.

The raffle will proceed as follows: Each fly
will be displayed on a table, accompanied by a Howl
tickets. Put as many tickets as you want in eacthef
bowls. Each fly will be raffled off individually. iTkets
are $1.

These fliescan be fished. One intriguing
possibility: Our annual "Bud Priddy One-Fly Outihg,
scheduled for May 18, is on the Nueces River near
Camp Wood — Bud's home waters. But with the ever-
present danger of losing your fly to a tree or some
underwater hazard — like a big bass, for instance —
you'll probably want to keep your valuable "Buddely
fly" safe and dry in your permanent collection.

We'd like to thank Pat Priddy for her generous
donation. The veterans in our club have fond messori
of Bud — and everyone else has benefited from his
knowledge and love of fly fishing.

Bud's Crippled Perch




FEMALE GUIDE
to Speak to Alamo Fly Fishers

By Clay Gill
Vice-President —Alamo Fly Fishers

The February presenter will be an Orvis Guide Sthoo

graduate, and guide from ESPN’s Cumberland stdieasured in
television presentations during 2001. Carol Jo idfils acquired
her experience on the Bighorn River, and has pdrshuie passion
for a decade now.

Originally, Carol's father exposed her to Coloradiby-
fishing, and it has progressed as a fascinatioméoy all her life.
Carol now lives on the “Rocky Ranch”, in Frio Coyntvith her
husband, who proudly describes her as the oldesiugte of the
first “woman-only” Orvis Guide School, when sherstd this
endeavor.

Members will enjoy clips from the ESPN episodesrdy
the meeting, and look forward to this visit to Mama with Carol.
Having fished throughout the west, we will surelgan some of
those tricks the guides keep in that special flx.b&/e look
forward to meeting Carol Williams.

Always remember to leave those places we visitebet
than we find them, and take a kid fishing. You nmeyer see a
bigger grin. If you know anyone who is interestedtlie sport,
invite them to join in a meeting. The best parbwbthis fly
fishing club is that you never meet a stranger.here

FLY CASTING CLASS

By Buddy Robichaux
Education Chairman — Alamo Fly Fishers

Do you need help with your casting technique? Maglbgtch in
your backcast needs ironing out. Or a dip in th®vothru is
delivering knots in the leader instead of soft lagdf the fly. Or
maybe you are a decent caster who can assist a@enavithe
learning process, or an expert who can assist@vfengler with
a problem.

Any of the above should encourage you to attendhéixt casting
clinic.  Saturday, February 23 from 1:00 to 3:00 P
Cambridge Elementary is the time and place. Thedcis off
Broadway just south of the Alamo Heights PresbgteChurch.
We do need your help because we have invited @stsit the
event, and a show of interest by AFF members idette
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Local Fly Shops




Where to Find Us

Reqular Activities

Meetingsare held the third Tuesday of every
month, 7 p.m. at Alamo Heights Presbyterian

410

Alamo

Church, 6201 Broadway.

Fly tying sessionsare held every Tuesday at
7 p.m., with the exception of meeting night.

Alamo Heights
Presbyterian Church
6102 Broadway

ALAMO FLY FISHERS

P. O. Box 6224

San Antonio, TX 78209

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Height = Bring your vise and tying gear or just come
Presbyterian E and share in the discussion.
Church g
Corona m
Alamo Fly Fishers club officers
David Uhler President 250-3448
. Clay Gill Vice-Pres. 491-0555
Hildebrand Ed Niehaus Treasurer  829-4011
Bill Slough Outings 826-6697

Buddy Robichaux Education  492-7125
Mike Richards Newsletter 641-7268
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US Postage
Paid
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00000

Mailing Address
Street Number and Name
City, State 98765
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